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Nisha Arunatilake is a Research Fellow and the Director of Research
at the Institute of Policy Studies of Sri Lanka (IPS), and a Research
Fellow of the Partnership for Economic Policy (PEP). She has
contributed to numerous national, regional, and global economic
policy documents, research collaborations, and publications. She
holds a BSc in Computer Science and Mathematics with summa cum
laude from the University of the South, the USA, and an MA and PhD

in Economics from Duke University, USA. All three of her degrees were fully funded by university
grants.

Prof. Siri Hettige

Emeritus Professor of Sociology,

University of Colombo

Prof. Siri Hettige is an Emeritus Professor of Sociology at the
University of Colombo. He holds a BA (Hons) and BPhil in Sociology
from the University of Colombo and a PhD in Sociology from Monash
University, Australia. He was a Fulbright Senior Scholar at the
University of Pennsylvania and has held visiting academic
appointments in the USA, Australia, Germany, the UK, Finland, and

Switzerland.
Prof. Hettige has served as Professor and Head of the Department of Sociology, Dean of the
Faculty of Arts, and Senior Student Counselor at the University of Colombo. He was also the
founding Chair of Sri Lanka Studies at the South Asia Institute, Heidelberg University, Germany
(2016-17) and was an Adjunct Professor at RMIT University, Melbourne. Prof. Hettige also served
as the Honorary President of the Association of Sri Lankan Sociologists. He has chaired the
Steering Committee on Social Innovations and currently chairs the Working Committee on Social
Sciences at the National Science Foundation, Sri Lanka.

Prof. Hettige has an extensive publication record, focusing on themes such as youth, education,
social and political conflict, social policy, governance, and development.



Prof. W. Indralal De Silva

Emeritus Professor of Demography,
University of Colombo
He obtained his Bachelor’s Degree in Development Studies
(Statistics) from the University of Colombo (UoC) in 1977, joined
- the Department of Demography in 1979, and served four decades
at the UoC. He received MA and PhD from the Australian National
& University (ANU) in 1985 and 1990 respectively, with scholarships
£§ from the same university. He was the Founder Chair Professor of
v Demography (2001-17) and the Dean of the Faculty of Arts, UOC
(2009-11). He served as the Head of the Department of
Demography for six years and was also a Senior Research Fellow at the National Centre for
Advanced Studies in Humanities & Social Sciences(NCAS) in 2015-18. He received several
prestigious fellowships, including the Senior Fulbright, Takemi, Rockefeller and the NUS. He has
functioned as a Research Fellow at the National University of Singapore in 2004, Harvard School
of Public Health during 1996-98 and the ANU during 1990-91. He has authored many books and
published over 100 articles in local and international journals achieving over 1100 Google Scholar
Citations at present, which boost the status and the recognition of the UoC.
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Prof. Sanath Wijesinghe
Professor in Legal Studies & Head, Department of Legal
Studies, The Open University of Sri Lanka

Professor Sanath Sameera Wijesinghe is a Professor in Legal Studies
and the current Head of the Department of Legal Studies at the Open
University of Sri Lanka. He obtained a Bachelor of Laws Honours (LLB)
(Hons) in 2012 and a Master of Law (Merit) in 2017 from the Faculty
of Law, University of Colombo. He completed his PhD in 2021 in the
School of Law, Faculty of Business and Law, Queensland University of
Technology, Brisbane, Australia. Professor Wijesinghe is also an Associate Fellow of the UK Higher
Education Academy and is an Attorney-at-Law in the Supreme Court of Sri Lanka.

Professor Wijesinghe is the Editor-in-Chief of the Sri Lanka Journal of Information and
Communication Technology Law. He has also published book chapters, journal articles and
conference papers on health justice and intellectual property rights, tobacco plain packaging and
global health law, graphic health warning regulations, and intellectual property rights in
international and national law journals.

He was a sessional academic and research assistant of the Australian Centre for Health Law
Research at the Queensland University of Technology, School of Law. He also works as a visiting
lecturer, examiner, and research supervisor in several state universities and institutions in Sri
Lanka.



